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Hell, for those of you that hissed it, the Va./Carolinas Coiputer Show was a 
big success for STATUS . Me pickti # um^ § tem M« Mitors and ladt t 
pretty good show of our coiputer expertise... tost peopl t ' if iil#^#4#4ipi tifii 
Nith the deios (e.g. the ATARI "robot/spaceship", "slideshow", etc.). For soie 
iirMi^ r«m» «t itert f#rl^t4'»t«i U t^ 'Coaiodt^Ooor' group, and to be quite 
Itiable, Mf knocked their socks off! Thanks to everyoat irfio Mffiv^lt take t hit 
event possible and to CO-BRA Computers and Software City for providing tht 
•onitors..* <^ 

In this issue Doug Boynton gives us his first iapressions of his newly 
purchased l30IE...he bought it aail order, so don't all run down to "loys-R-Us* 
tfttan^i ng tint tl^ ft m ym tiit* 

Perhaps you've been noticing the recent trends in this newsletter... yes, 
they've been ftttiftf thtck«- ani-Miiluer... hiit ihty'ri Also bHif niMlafMN; the 
SAME people' I don't know how the Beabers-at-large feel, but I personally at not 
iipressed by a club of alaost 200 aeabers that can only field a handful of 
coiilfibutors...iirt this aonth briafs the situation to an ugly iuM^44}i.M^ the 
*' 'ghtlessness of a few individuals who prooised submissions (had space reserved 
ICi/thea) and then didn't produce, I was forced to resort to soaething NO editor 
likes ftwi ifi#^« ppriAii ifo^ ou^iidt Umi troup. 

AgaiHi Ta not iapressed. 

nrfi^toAth I^^^lilt tt^Niiid oul^i^tv amNo^^ Me desAniaiig coi^uli^ 

icons... COMPANY MOST LIKELY TO BECOME A MAJOR ATARI SUPPLIER? ELECTRONIC ARTS... If 
they ever com out with ATARI versions of their software. BUSIEST STATUS BEAVER: 
Mac MmK£Y...miit 4^ SIAIMfeMUMT, and aH ^iMd^cot^lm 4|IN» 

ring-naster. MOST FRUSTRATING GAME; BOUNTY BOB STRIKES BACK.. .no gate should be 
this har-22Z222zt! And finally, LEAST USED KEYBOARD KEY: THE 'HELP" BUTTON.. .have 
you ever bwn helfrtd by it? 
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DOS 2.5 To The Rescue r> 

8y Eric 3^sen 

. Special to ANTIC 

This long awaited product, saectswr to Atari MS 2.0 Hill be the neH 
•officijl" Atari DOS. It was written by the saae group o< people (headed by Bill 
Wllttiii«l»*fltU«i2eit4»|UM.-Sfl<tnare) who are responsible for Atari BASIC, DOS 
2.0, BASIC ftS BASIC XL, BOS IL, Hm»H *M other 4fl*fM»k«d Atari frm^, 



BOS 2.5 supports both iiJ^e density and the enhanced (dual) density eode on 
the Atari 1050 disk dri«. If you forwt a disk in your W50 drive Kith this BOS, 
you'll find that you now have 1010 sectors (129K) of available disk storage 
instead of the faailiar 707... this represents a 437. increase in storage capacity 
ow m tM MS 1*5 uiiHaiiis Ui« m bMIO byte sectors but increases the _^ 
puiber of sectors per track froe 18 t* 2fc i ■>«» ;; :? - . , , , 

- Host ieportantly, DBS 2»S«M«l«»Jtt**«PMk*bUity with 2.0. Thus, if 
you have a 1050 drive, you can boot up 2.5, foreat a disk, 4iftcUy «W ym"- 2'0 
files onto the disk and have considerably tore rooe left over. All this with no 
tiardMri tsMMcfMw* 4» IMt^iiifc -drive, . --^^ * ; - 

Otherwise, this new DOS looks and acts exactly like DOS 2.0. The aenu w. r 
U rMSMfingly fa«ili»«tM»r» has been only one additon: option [PI on thB.2.5 
lenu will allow 1050 disk drive owners to force a true single dM«tj( fflrMt 
instead of the default enhanced density. 

Those of you with 810 drives need not dispair, BOS is for you t»«». 
Although you will not be able to take advantage of the enhanced density feature, 
you can bfltl BOS 2.5 disks that were foriatted and written in enhanced density on 
1050"d7ives. The way that 2.5 baiilts this is to 'hide" files froe the 810 drive 
that cross over the noraal 720 sector barrier, which is nortally the t«k-^- * 
st€t«f. If fou conpletely fill a DOS 2.5 disk (1010 sectors) on a 1050 and then 
check the disk directory at SBi» tM«t iWl »•» files listed like this; ^ , 
FILEl.BAS 025 ^.^ 
<F1LE2.BAS 025 ' ' 

This tells you that FILEl.BAS is entirely contained «thin the lower 720 
lectors »i can therefore be accessed by an 810 drive. The files narked with tftt 
•V >* cMrecters around thee are not accessible with an 810 drive because they 
■hidden". The directory Mill show a formatted disk to have •999* FREE SECTORS"... 
you really b4ve 1010. 
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other changes include: 



Option iil - Duplic*te Ditk - tm lariats tlit destination disk before 



copying. v 



I DOS 2.5 will alloihMi: of eewry in the new i28IC.^0XE c^iiticto be used 
as a raadisk. 

I A file conversion utility to convert Atari DOS 3.0 files to the 2.5 foreat. 

I A utility to create autoboot BASIC prograis. \ 

t U rn^m capability to retrieve iccidently erastil files. 

t Tbe ability to turn the write verify on or off and change the nieber of 
disi^1»*ftr5, nitiottt resorting to POKEs. 

I The ability to test for bad sectors... whole disk only. 

NOTE: ill but ttit 'Option V feature listed above are not iccessed throii|t| 

the aenu, but are included on the 2.5 disk as binary load files. 



One thing that concerns ie^ as a itser, is the lack of a disk utility prograe 
' enhanced density disks. In sose prelitinary chacks, I've found that OiskHii 2 
irtn read all enhanced density sectors out to 1023 (the difference between 1023 
and 1010 is talten up by the hoot |i^4^tQry sectors where y)|^jro(^ai data is 
not storidK ^tt iwn't, hwever, trace or lap sectors that tm out past sector 

720. ' 

I hope sose coipany or individufl will soon produce a full-featured disk 
utility fOifMiWi iiMh this highly iepressivi nif D^^^ ^ 



Prol0Ssi0Mil^ Skii«>rifiters Qf Tidewater, Inc. 
3324 Virginia Beach Bo^tevorrf I 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452 
(804) 498-7069 
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Hooter Purvis: Boy Compter Whiz 



•WW 



ATARI HELP LINE? iVE 
GOT MY COMPUTER 
HOOKED UP TO MY 
JOHN DEERE OUT HERE 
IN MY CORN FIELD... 



...AND I KEEP GETTIN' 
A 3333 ERROR ! I'VE 
NEVER EVEN HEARD 
OFTHATONEHl 




STATUS Minutes 

April 1935 ' 



President Gene Rodriguez opened the aeeting by Nelcoiing the leebers and 
visitors. He followed up with the latest news froi Atari Corp, and other hardware 
and software suppliers. Hany independent vendors are duiping old hardware and 
stftiwt «l my ion prices. Kt Ml Marl cGtjpfittrs are reciiviii my good 
coiients in the Midia. 

Atari Cor^. is sending STATUS a proiotional kit to help with our 

deftonstration at the Pavilion. This package will consist of a banner, literature 
and passout items. Sorry folks, no Si's this show« 

Starting with the next aeeting, individual group sessions will be held to 
f<*iliirltt Milfrf ^jfcti Of intiriist. Sessioit or Atirl DOS md iodeis 
will be anong the first planned. 

i^imiBi Softnare (OSS) is starting up a 24 hour BBS.^ The nuaber 

#iM teMU Mfilable ston. 

Buck Maddrey (Activities Director) introduced Dwane Cochfjiojir of "CO-BRA 
Coip((t«r Ctfiter". Dwane announcidt the availability of a aii jOy stick or the 
•j^trtv Hits is a ftfn itM and carries a one year warranty. Jerote Rulefi ol *I^0 
Computer" presented the latest inforaation on the products and services available 
^ 'OBI his store. 

Buck elaborated on a news release froi lff on Ihttr iHm ctMofiicatioiii 

software. Version 6 offers many iniprovements and is said to work with Compuserve 
protocol. flPP owners with earlier software say exchange or purchase the new 
rtvision at reduced cost. 

' Buck is working on a welcome package for new ineiiibers. This packet will 
contain info on STATUS and other valuable information for the new Atari MSfr« 
Skif Poole presented a deaonstration of Writer's Tool by OSS. 

A totion was presented by John Mhitehurst to frave STATUS nake a volufle 
purchase of cassette software being offered at very low prices. The aotion was 
seconded and passed. J.C. Petty (Treasurer) will 4>i ^aAdlinf this project. 

A iotion to provide the STATUS BBS Sysop with a copy of the duk library was 
presented by Jia Russell, but after considerable discussion, the aotion was 
withdranfl. 

The highlight of the evf^ing nas the celebration of STATIfS'i fmrih MrtMay. 

Cake and soft drinks were served to all. Happy Birthday STATUS. 
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Centered Text - 

By Bob 

In the Septiifctr 'M ifsue of the STATUS neHsletter, so.e one raised the 
ouect n -Hordo you center text in the text «indo»?- I felt the answer tha^ was 
,ii-as 50.eNhat H.ited in its use,So here goes .y atte.pt to explain -hat I 

feel U a lore powerful aeUod. 

Siiply -padding- a print statewRt^itH spaces is a siaple solution 

exaaple: 10 6R.I — • --^ • . 

20 ? " center" ^- 

but you'll m into a pr^lle* H you need to print .ultiple lines cr say, update a 



score, 



* ' Try: 5 GR. 1 

10 A=10:B=20:C=30 

20 ? " 8Core='5A 

30 ? • score=")B 

40 ? • score=";C ^j^^f . . ^ .s, , 

100 60T0 iOOsREH Just » loon 

H YOU k«.t printinq scores they wuld eventually scroll off the text nindoH. Ho« 
you .ay say, -Houldn't it b. nice to be able to POSITION text on l*^,"^" " 
6RAPH1CS 0?'. Hell, that's close to what you can do «th only » couple of POt.ES. 

If you check your favorite Atari OS reference («>ne is "Mapping the 
fttarl--lan Chad«ick/Co.pute!» You «ill find tno very interesting 
»nd $291 (or 65i and t57 deci.al). 65i contains the present text -indoH cursor ro« 
Mine. This value will be 0-3 because of the text Hindoos 4 ro« U«t. 657 
co*lllilt »«# prti«t li»4 cursor, c^ value 10-39). Now, just prior o 

printing , if you si.pily PfflCTtHe X,Y value of the po«tti«i you «sh o prvn to 

text nindow. t 

Saaple: 10 6R. 2;? Hj-Print 'Here' Saaple" 

20 REM Print on second line, l^j^oluans - 

' ^ in ' 

40 POKE 656,R0lfl:P0KE 657,CQL J ^ ^ _ 

50 ? "HERE" 

100 GOTO 100 



i Now don't forget that raw 0 is the first VBal" row (not roH 1) and coluM 0 
Wlirit^|l.l^u«o Und not coiuffln I). Also, you will have to "re"-POKE 656 ^ni 
657 in order to print again to aftythi»| .ttfetr ^kiw iocation 0,0. A subrouting 
Mould be ideal if your program does a lot of ttiti Wftdw 1^i«ting. 

fiftaliyt here's a saapls routing that centers text in the text window: 



1 f^i: 



10 6R. 1:';' l6;"Text Hindoo Centered" 

, ^ 20 m TEXT$(14) " " ;^ \ . 

U lail-'i M Clfttered!" '\ " 
40 ROWCENTERsiS 

50 CENTER=R0WCENTER-(LEN(TEXT$)/2) ^ 
60 POKE &56,l:P0K£ 657,CEMl£{< 
70 ? ""jTEXTI 
100 60T0 100 



You probably noticed that I have the ron center set at 18 instead of what you eay 

have assuied should be 20(40 rharacter5/2). DonH forget the Atjri 2 character 
iiulefltion default, which will offset you by 2 spaces. ^ 
- Thiflls for allowing le the privlege to share this info and your future 

programising be full of eany happy digits! ; . . I 




The Atari 

By Doug Boynton _ . - 

You can tell you're an old-tieer in this racket if you can reeeeber Mhen 

Coiputerland used to sell Ataris. I can reieeber that. In fact, I bought ly 
lirft Atari "way back" in '83 fro« a place that now sells onl^ JBH C^^^^ 
i»U li^ rttUMJed of thift|$ lifce that. " " " 

Unfortunately, if coiputing is a low-budget hobby, and not your business, 
you're gettiftg used to places like "Toys R Us" by now. The advice (too rich for 
ay blood, anyway) has long gone. 

« 

IftOSie of you who know ne well know how 1 feel about lail-ordering 
«ftk«iftfe. \ hu«t ifMAd the iocal retiileri for weeks.. .waiting for the 
Buch-talked-about 130)(£. The young woean who eanaged a locil •Gaees and 6^ts' 
outlet told ee they'd arrive "when our warehouse ships then to us". What 
l^iifig up to ii this: a short tii» m«^, a brown truck arrived, bearing ey (and 
possibly your) new conputer. I have §©§t thoughts on where the f^i«*«'t 
can stock thosi coeputers when they coie in, but that's another story... 



s^ven 



Oh Yeah, the coaputer. It's sBall. About 14 inches long, nint wide, ind f 

shidi over Uo inches tall. It weighs in at about three pounds, and has "Made in 

Tiiiiin* itiiped all over it. It's a lar cry froi the 'Hade in USA" aetal-encased 
beheioth Fi used to. • 

TUf ttyboard Iras a good feel, although it'll Ukt ioee getting usf4 to. ttt 
keys are sculpted like IBH keys, and have a slightly stiff feel. WtyVt ilsd 
slippery.. .iidi mi of peWle-gramed plastic. I care about this stuff because 1 
Nritf i M. 

The rear of the aachine has the usual coipleient of ports, switches, and 
selectors. That includes a (rather fliisy) cartridge pjftft* and another port 
billed as the "Enhanced Cartridge Interface". The eanual says that'i *irt Atiii 

like hard-drives will hook up. 

Speaking of the lanualt it's substantial, and quite good. It includes 
inforaation on how to access the extra 64K of eeeory Uore later), and a good 
intro to ATARI BASIC cqaaands for those unfajiliar with thei. v;ir 

Let's get to the scoreshett. flu the plus side, it's coapatible with 800XL 
software. On the sinus side, it IS an SOOXL for all intents and purposes, until 
MS 2.5 or SUM Mrftwe for it is aarketed. DOS 2.5 will alledgedly turn that 
extra umtf i«tt i disk eeulator UbotI J/4 §1^ * iiHl%'^*Misity disk in ieiory*^ 

On the plus side, it's just about the fflost coaputer you can find on the 
•arket for under $200... or under $500, for that eatter. On the sinus side, no new 
peripherals are out yet (at least none I've found east of the Hisslssippi!). The 
•anual speaks of new printers and aodeas, but talks of "hooking your 1050 
drive..." to the lachine. Ho new software is out, either^^.tdespite pretty , * 
pictures of saaple packages on the box. 



On the plus side, is the fact that it does have an t^pinsioo port. That 
aeans (hopefully) there will be at least soie third-party goodies for it. Haftfl. 
we all gotten tired of the "cosing soon" announceients froa the tid a«i# wif Wift 
folks? On iHSms side, it looks, ch|aply-iKle.. i5 J. said, it's not hard to 
tell it's "Hade in Taiwan". . 

On the pjyus ,ii4ei despite its cheap look, it is sleek, light, and small. You 
can easily scale down the size of your workspictt ^Bb tfet-wnus side, I wondfr how 
sturdy that cartridge slot is in the rear. 
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You should l:noM, li you don't already, that the 128K is not all available for 
BASIC Tlie txlra 64K l^ts i bit of prograMiag expertise to access. It 

ifi 'es switching banks of ffemory in and out of the CPtl's nay. Tfifft il fOGi 
doOTTentation for the prograiiers aiong us on how to access that extra nemory, but 
miii soae software eties along, eeeorf size is really the sate as the 800XL. 



I for one have been frothing at the mouth since January, If you haven't been 
frothifif-lfil^ tft your aoney for a while. The prices niU ^OM^Ioimi aiMt 

there'll be 50«e software to DO soiething with it. Until then, it's juft m 
expensive 800XL. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: On a soiber note, Boug had to rel«iF# Ms 130XE Hwmm^ 
probleis with the ROM... hopefully the problei was isolated to his unit and not 
systei wide.** MTt nens as the situation devplopsrl - 



-1^ 




-"- ^^^ :^ ff loug Boynton ^ . 

Hhew! Teriinai prograes*. .where do I.startl Tkere so lany of 
thei.. .public tetaini ciM^cial, wiU -te yourielf ...the Jilt goes on. 



So...ttkf first thing to,*sk yfmritlf ^sJiow y^i. would like to use your modea. 
t fw- recreation... te gatl^tr •free" prograas frca Bulletin Boards, is it t« 

55 a mainframe computer at work or school, to trade programs with friends; or 
to cotAunicate with a large coaiercial data base, like Compuserve? A lot of 
Questions to answer. ..and ^ mi\m^ tl»t thing, right? 



Firstj let's tackle Bulletin Boards. Most WS lysteas (that's redundant, I 
know) use som flavcr of l^e i^lIS pitblic tomn pt^u (includint tbt Rickey 
Moose), and some tereinal that includes XMODEM protocol is a aust. If yow're not 
familiar with XMODEM, I'd refer you to an earlier column [STATUS Vol.4, Issue H. 
For this f%mm^ i^arcli mi one of the AMODEH or RMODEM p/4 prograas.. They're io 

I the club's library, or send ee a disk and return postage, and 1*11 be Mppy to 
copy 'em off for you. AMODEM works with all modems that connect with the 850 
iwtfrfKil RMODEM is the p/d tertinal of chQi^ ior 1030 users. They're cheap, 

\ tlH^ wtfk. Iliat Wi could you ask fir? 

V 

r . For coaaunicating with a aainfraae, I'd suggest the older JTERM or a 
coatercial prograe \m TELETARI if yow IfW an OSO.^^MI Wtf CHAMEIEOH CRT 

EMULATOR frois APK (now through Antic, I believe) is nice, but a bit cumbersome to 
j use, A better choice aaang emulators is the VT-IO-SQUARED prograi. It's public 
I feaain, mi tittlates the pofular DEC MT-100 teriinai. It also generates an 

. 90-co!'j'Tin screen. Use it on a friDnochrcfie monitor though, as it's a bit fuzzy in 
cninr. The VT-10 prograa ii also avaiUble for the 1030 and Mf'P modems. 
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Tr«4iii| K«9riis nitll lniiiii? Jsi.. the AHODEfl/RMODEH prograts. Calling 
Cotpuserve? Tht TSCOPE progrw twlates • eiS-awK-oved teriinal, and perforas 

just about all functions adairably at little or no cost. 

I've avoided wniioninf frofcably ttef ifist talked-about teriiwl progra* on 

the larket recently: HOMETERM, part of the HOHEPAK froi Batterifs Included. It's 
a line jrojrai, according to those who swear by it. Others (especially novice 
telecoiiunicatofs) snear Al it constantly. It does seet to be a nell-Uiamibt-out 
prograi, but there is one problei...the docueenation stinks. Even those who sing 
its priists adiit tbat. It supports XttODEH transfers, and coemunicates well with 
Coepuserve. It was written by Russ HtlWif^nl |»iU-knoim Atari prograiier, ^nd 
Coipuserve Inforaation Service Sysop en tlie CTS Mifi Sig. Help froi hit on 
sorting put this prograi cost $6.00+ per hour. 

I won't say avoid it. ..it IS a good, all-purpoli tirilMl prograi. But bt 
prepared for lany frustrating loaents with it. Get the p/d lodification package 
lor it, and nad Iteniy Colonna's lengthy expianations on ban to take the lost of 
it. 

ItliCtawiUating is fun (or shnuld beJ^Mlmt like so lany other thingsi 
there are right tools for each job. ^ 




NEXT TIHE; ilAILBAB! 





STAN HARRISON 




THE SEVEN-UP BOTTLING CO. OF NORFOLK 
5700 WARD AVENUE. VIRGINIA BEACH. VA 23455 
VIRGINIA BEACH (804) 464-1771 P©«WiULfrfilM|«^TlW 




Video Game 
WordSearch 

By Stan Harrison III 
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BHUIYHSADREDLU06BS 
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1. BEAMRIDER 

2. GH0STBUSTERS 

3. KEYST(H^ mm 

4. SPACE SHUTTLE 
5. BRUCE LEE 
&rBALlAS MSI . 

7. MEATHCIIFF 

8. PAC MAN 

9. FfitE POSrn©! 

If .^WKR mm 



11. DECATHALON 

12. RIVER RAID 

14. STEALTH 
15.C0NAM 

1^.016 m 

18.ZAXX0N 
4?*WIST0P 

%«mBER urn 



« President's Column * 



Tbt Virginia/Caroliaas Coiputer Show was a big success for STATUS we added 
Mtii tftbirf to wr rmiH ud ftltf a Itn ftlki m Marl Coaputers. Hy Thanks to 
Buck Maddrey and his group of volunteers nanely; Doug Boynton, Joe lleichtr, Henry 
Colonna, Hike Duckker, Nip Harrison, Joe Hootian, Randy Holmes, Ron Johnson, Dick 
UtcMitM, J. C. Httf, tt^#fiile» 6ene Ri#iiut2 III, M Roetker, Hike Tefft, 
Bon Peeberton for his art work on our STATUS Info Board, and a special thanks 
Duane Cochenour froa Co-Bra Coiputer Center, and Jit froa Software City these two 
ftfits allontd us to list ti^tf •< tNr tlort oonitors. The Atari User Support 
Coordinator Bavt Boberoan for providing us on such short notict with sMe 
proaotional trinkets, they case m handy, and it shows soieone cares over at 
Soimyvale. 

Boug Boynton provided us and quite a few folks with the first real live 
liiick, leei, etc.. of the neu ATARI 130XE, ue think it was the only one in the 
Tiimttr orti, miir IN stress of all tht onlookifihllii ISOtt fit a littlt Um 
fright and began to hang up(we think it was the heat buildup) Doug has a shttft 
first iapression review which is included in this Newsletter, he also has 
d9imloiitt tHr^Mfr l.S froi Coipuserve, and it is available for dOMiloa4iiHi froa 
the STATUS BBS, In the booth next to ours was the local Coiiadort ttstf's 6roup 
stet to be ioprtsti^^by (^ professions appearance, and popularity. 

During our last leeting we celebrated our 4th birthday, a birthday party mtM 
cake and soft drinks which was provided by Nip Harrison. Being there with over 60 
people present reiinded le of a night four years ago nhen there nere only 8 people 
with lots of ideas on what ne fho«J# naiw ffoup, the naot Southside Tiiaiiater 
Atari Technical User's Society was picked, and since then it has been better known 
it sum of TidfMattr.,.»URtil otxt tioe keep on Hackiog 
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S. T. A. T. U. S. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 
authors and do not necessarily express or reflect the opinions of the 
Southside Tidewater Atari Technical Users Society. Soie of the iaterial 
contained herein lay have been taken froi bulletin boards and newsletters 
of other groups and should not necessarily be construed as fact. 

The aaterial herein iay be copied freely provided that full credit 
is given to the original author and the Southside Tidewater Atari 
Technical Users Society. S.T.A.T.U.S. is not affiliated with Atari Inc. 

Please address all newsletter correspondence to; 

S.T.A.T.U.S. 

Newsletter Exchange 
4836 Honeygrove Rd. 
Va. Bch., VA 23455 
(804)49?-&021 

MEETINGS! S.T.A.T.U.S. aeetings are held on the first and third Thursdays 
of each sionth at the Baylake Pines Private School, 2204 Treasure Island 
Dr., in Virginia Beach, at 6:30 p.i. All interested parties are welcoie 
to attend. 

NEHSLETTER ARTICLES: 

Subaitted articles are preferred on disk text files, but will be 
greatfuUy accepted on hard copy (including handwriting) if you do not 
have a disc drive. If you have a Bodea, you can upload your articles to 
the Editor by calling 499-6021. Articles lay be subaitted anytiae, but 
will probably not make that aonth's newsletter if subaitted less than one 
week before the regular aeeting date. 



S.T.A.T.U.S. BBS 

804-463-1096 
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